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a man who desires to injure an enemy securing some fragment
of food that the latter has been eating. First of all he ties it
up in paper bark and takes it away, unknown to anyone else,
to his own camp where he pounds it up and sings over it,
thereby projecting evil magic into it. Then he ties it up again
and takes it to an ant-hill, at the base of which he makes a
small hole, pushes the food inside, and closes the hole so that
it cannot be seen. This form of magic is supposed to be very
effective and to act rapidly. Within three days the man
becomes very hot, continually cries out for water and soon
dies." *
Among the natives near Cape King William in Northern
New Guinea a sorcerer who desires to injure an enemy obtains
some relics of the man's food, ties them up in a packet, and
hangs it over a fire. As the relics dry up, so the strength of
his enemy wastes away, and he finally dies. But sometimes
the magical treatment lasts longer. The sorcerer retires with
the packet into the solitude of the forest. He there under an
overhanging rock kindles a fire, and puts the packet in a hole
below the fire. After one or two days he takes the packet out
and strikes it with a stone. This is thought to give the final
blow to his enemy; but the sorcerer remains in seclusion
until the news of his victim's death is brought to him. But if
his intended victim obstinately persists in living it often ends
by the sorcerer hanging himself. 2
1 Baldwin Spencer, Native Tribes     tralia, p. 260.
of the Northern   Territory of Aus-         a R. Neuhauss, op. cit. iii. 248 sg.